
Fragments: An Explanation 

 

Fragments are exactly what they sound like: fragments of sentences. We use them all the 

time when we’re speaking, but when we’re writing, we need to use clean, complete 

sentences. One of the best ways to test if something is a fragment is to put it at the end of 

this sentence: “I told them that_____.” If a sentence is a fragment, it will not fit neatly 

within that frame. Here’s an example: 

 

Fragment: After we went to the movies. 

Fragment Within Frame: I told them that after we went to the movies.  

 

Do you see how it sounds funny? When reading fragments aloud, they usually sound out 

of place, as if the sentence trailed off. Here are some more examples: 

 

Because my boyfriend is coming home. 

For example, the Twins game. 

The dog, being a German shepherd. 

Gently leading him along. 

 

Okay, now we know how to identify fragments. But how do we fix them? With 

fragments, we’re often missing an ending thought. 

 

After we went to the movies. 

 

What happened after we went to the movies? The sentence doesn’t say. To fix this, we 

could either take away the word after or we could add a new clause. 

 

We went to the movies. 

After we went to the movies, we made dessert.  

 

 



Make sense? Now let’s do some more examples. 

 

Incorrect: Fighting for the chance to make it to the playoffs. 

Correct: We were fighting for the chance to make it to the playoffs. 

 

Incorrect: Because he took care of my dog during vacation. 

Correct: Because he took care of my dog during vacation, I bought him coffee. 

 

Incorrect: For example, the newest mall in Minnesota. 

Correct: For example, the newest mall in Minnesota was built fewer than four months 

ago. 

 

Incorrect: Since he could play basketball again. 

Correct: He bought new shoes since he could play basketball again. 

 

Incorrect: Like that coffee shop in Minneapolis. 

Correct: I want to check out a new place, like that coffee shop in Minneapolis. 

 

 

 

  

 


