
Comma Splices: An Explanation 

 

A comma splice simply means the misuse of a comma in a sentence. Usually, a comma splice 

occurs between two independent clauses that have been thrown together without correct 

punctuation. However, since this definition is rather broad, here are several ways to fix a comma 

splice: 

 

1. Separate the two sentences with a period. 

Incorrect: I think we should go to the movies, she agreed with me. 

Correct: I think we should go to the movies. She agreed with me.  

 

2. Join the two pieces of the sentence (in this case, independent clauses) with one of the 

coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS — for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). 

Incorrect: Mall trips with my aunt are really fun, I always enjoy myself. 

Correct: Mall trips with my aunt are really fun, and I always enjoy myself. 

 

3. Begin one of the chunks (clauses) with a subordinating conjunction, such as although, before, 

if, or since. 

Incorrect: We’ve been through a lot together, that’s what best friends do. 

Correct: We’ve been through a lot together because that’s what best friends do. 

 

4. Connect the sentences with a semicolon. 

Incorrect: It’s hard to ride a unicycle, that’s why I practice a lot. 

Correct: It’s hard to ride a unicycle; that’s why I practice a lot. 

 

5. Join the sentences with a semicolon plus a conjunctive adverb such as also, consequently, 

however, still, or therefore. 

Incorrect: Trevor likes cookies, I only bake brownies. 

Correct: Trevor likes cookies; however, I only bake brownies. 

 

 



Comma Splice Practice 

 

Fix the comma splice mistake in the sentences below. Some sentences may be correct. 

 

1. She can’t stand working with dogs, she thinks she has an allergy to them. 

2. I feel it is punishment, I do not feel it is discipline. 

3. Dave’s true love was baseball, he played it well. 

4. It’s easy to get frustrated when something goes wrong, I know from first-hand experience. 

5. There are huge sides of beef hanging from the ceiling, they remind me of a butcher’s shop. 

6. While I was a student there, I obeyed the rules. 

7. There are several ways to throw a boomerang, I do not believe that one is significantly better 

than the other. 

8. At first I didn’t like him at all, later we became friends. 

9. We get along well, we both like tea. 

10. After the hockey game, the boys went to Perkins. 

 

 

 

 

	  
	  
	  


